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and Is not
confined to
small
boroughs.
Politics are
local in
character
 demands of the People.    Political bullying starts usually
from above, the demands for benefits from below, the two
between them made eighteenth-century elections/'1   Thus
freemen had begun to exclude their poorer brethren from
elections in  the   seventeenth   century.     Aristocrats then
found it worth while to become honorary freemen of boroughs
with a narrowing franchise and to buy the support of electors.
Nor was it the large boroughs which were free and the
small boroughs which were corrupt.    The small boroughs
more readily fell under the control of patrons, the larger
towns, and counties were free only in the sense that they
were usually independent of the overwhelming influence
of a particular individual or family.    Local territorial in-
fluences were often as definite a hindrance to the freedom
of the voter as in a small borough.    In 1761 Gloucester had
as many as 1,500 voters, yet violence and drink made the
elections a travesty of freedom: similarly Westminster, with
its 12,000 voters, was a prey to violent factions who tyran-
nised over the electorate: the 1,500 freemen of Coventry
were largely won by the distribution of local charities and
the manoeuvres of their Whig returning officers.2   On the
other hand, in 1761 Bath, a borough with only thirty-two
electors, returned William Pitt and Field-Marshal Ligonier,
who were opponents of corruption.   The individual elector
in a small borough had often to be more closely considered,
and often commanded a higher price than a voter in a larger
borough.   Robert Pitt had to pay as much as £100 for the
vote of one of the ten electors at Old Sarurn.3  John Hodge,
a freeman of Grarnpound, extracted £120 from the two
patrons of the borough in the six years preceding the election
of 1754, and each party had to spend about £2,100 on the
borough.4
Much of the ease with which boroughs fell under the
influence of patrons was due to the local nature of politics.
There were no parties in the modern sense of the word, and
 1	Namier, op. cit,, p. 128.
 2	Memoirs of Ed. Hopkins, M.P. (M. D. Harris), E.H.R., vol.
xxxlv. (1919), pp. 496-7.
a Morgan, op. cit., p. 113.   4 Namier, op. cit., pp. 431 and 433.

